Back fo action

1st Med. Bue. gets trmns right to fight

Spc. Michasgl R. Noggle
Third US. Army PA0/11th PAD

s an infantry Soldier with

the 101 st Airbome

Dimnision, Spe. Jameson
Smith recalls the inadent like a
fresh maghtmare after watching a
SCATY IMOVe,

Sweeping theough anlrag
home, Smith, pulling guardinhus
sector, watched as a rocket pro-
pelled grenade rushed in his
direction.

“] was scared,” he said *]
stepped back into the doorway...
luckily, it only grazed my leg”

They also have to remainin cone
tact with the servicem ember’s
ugat, to update condition and
reburn date.

“We try to do the right thing
for the right reasons,™ he said.
“We take in servicemem bers who
have the polential to heal withun
30 days.”

For somme servicemem bers,
thus 15 the best place i theater
for rehabilitation.

Marine L amice Cpl. Andy
Vistrand sad the water samtation
was questionable al his location
inlrag Recovering from a torn
m e scus, doctors were con-

Smath cerned
received “The facilities are clean and habitable. hacteria
immedi- Having running water and toilets are a would
ate sur- 2 + getinhis
gy in nice change from what we had in Seitobs
Tikrit. L Causng
Howeves Spo. Jameson Sadh irfockion

he needed to be m edically evac-
ated elsewhere for recovery.
With limited capabilities for
servicemembers to rehabilitate
throughout the U3, Cenlral
Command area of operation,
Smith was sent to Camp Arifjan,
hoen & of the only T heater
Tranzmert Hold Detachment.
Managed by the 1st Medical
Bngade, the TTHD ensures that
U S and Coalitton Forces no
longer have to be sent to
G ermany for medicel treatment
allowing personnel to retum o
duty within 30 days
“We're keeping the indivadu
als as Far forward as posable
clogser to the fight,” said Maj.
John Miller, TTHD officer in
charge. “Keep them acclim ated
to the weather and relum them as
soof: a5 posable to they units™
Since Dec. 1, Miller and hus
team have received more than
S00 vuform ed personne] and
have retumed 70 percent back to
their units. With four staff mem.-
bers one call 24/7, incoming per-
sonnel receive tlleting trans
portaion administrabive attention
and other accommodations,
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“The facilities are clean and
habitable,” Smith said “Having
rumrnng waler and toilets are
ruce change from what we hadin
Samarra”

To sccommodate those on
crutches, ramps were installed at
nearhy latring facilities for easier
access and dayrooms placed i
each building. Staff members or
other transients make trips to the
diring facility or P ost Exchange
for those with hmited movement

“I like the camaradene we
have going onin there,” Vistrand
gaid. “They don't have to do i,
but theyw do. I like that sbout the
military - take care of your own"

“Argrttang | need, these guys
will go out of ther way and get it
for me,” Smith said. “The staff
and everyone else have been very
helpfid ™

Sinece their arrival to the
TTHD, Vistrand and Smath hawve
ghared that fnendstup with one
another and others waiting to go
through rehabilitation. They
ghare their stones, bul never
complan of their situations.

“We try to get them to open
up,” said Staff Sgt. Suren Jiwa,

detachm ent noncommissioned
officer. “We want them to feel
comfertable being here and let
them know we are here for
them "

For now, the servicem embers
cortirme to bond with one anoth
er as they swail ther time to
rejoin their units

“l was gad they were ahle to
do everything here,” he said. “]
didn't want to go to G emm argy

5. vichae! B Mogge
Sgl. Lanee Smith sits alone in her living quarters reading a novel,
Smith is recovenng from an injury she recefved in Afghanistan.

and this location keeps us rela-
tively close to our units"™

*“I feel this has been a suc-
cess,” Miller said  “T hawve
talked to numerous commanders
and they are grateful that we
have this capability™

Mote: For clothing or enter-
tainment donations to service-
memb ers at the TTHD, contact
Staff Sgi. Fredevick Foster at
D SN 4307489,



